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1 . SUMMARY. THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO 
EXAMINE THE MEASURES IT CAN TAKE TO EMPHASIZE ITS 
DISPLEASURE WITH THE RECENT DISSIDENTS' TRIALS IN THE 

SOVIET UNION. THIS FOLLOWS VICE-PRIME MINISTER WIEGEL'S ANNOUNCE- 
MENT JULY 20 TO THE EFFECT THAT GON WAS PUTTING A 
HOLD ON ITS SOVIET RELATIONSHIP. THE NETHERLANDS 
WILL PROBABLY DISCUSS POSSIBLE STEPS IN THE EC 
POLITICAL DIRECTORS MEETING THIS WEEK; THE SUBJECT 
IS ALSO EXPECTED TO BE ADDRESSED AT THE WEEKLY 
CABINET MEETING JULY 27. END SUMMARY. 

2. THERE HAS BEEN DOMESTIC CRITICISM OF VICE-PRIME 
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MINISTER WIEGEL'S MENTION OF A "FREEZE" IN DUTCH-SOVIET 
RELATIONS. CRITICISM CENTERS MAINLY AROUND 
THE FEAR THAT THE GOVERNMENT MAY BE CUTTING OFF ITS 
NOSE TO SPITE ITS FACE-THAT IT MIGHT, BY FREEZING 
CULTURAL RELATIONS, FOR EXAMPLE, RUN COUNTER TO ITS 
OWN HELSINKI COMMITMENTS TO WORK TO EXPAND CULTURAL 
RELATIONS. SPOKESMEN FOR THE THREE MAJOR POLITICAL 
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PARTIES-CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC, LABOR AND LIBERAL- 
ALL CAUTIONED THE GOVERNMENT AGAINST MOVING PRECIPITATELY. 
NEWSPAPER COMMENTARY HAS ALSO WARNED AGAINST MOVING 
TOO FAR TOO FAST, AND HAS NOTED THE NARROW RANGE OF 
POSSIBILITIES AVAILABLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO MAKE 
ITS HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY CLEAR. 

3. THE NETHERLANDS-USSR RELATIONSHIP IS NOT A 
BROAD ONE. OUT OF A 100 BILLION GUILDERS ANNUAL 
TOTAL OF EXPORTS AND IMPORTS, DUTCH-SOVIET TRADE 
AMOUNTED IN 1977 TO 1.5 BILLION. THAT INCLUDES500 MILLION 
GUILDERS IN EXPORTS TO THE SOVIET UNION 
(CHIEFLY MACHINES AND ELECTRICAL APPARATUS) AND IMPORT 
OF SOVIET PRODUCTS TOTALLING APPROXIMATELY 
1 BILLION, (PRIMARILY PETROLEUM AND MINERALS). A 
CULTURAL AGREEMENT WITH THE SOVIET UNION DATING FROM 
1967 PROVIDES FOR A YEARLY EXCHANGE FROM BOTH COUNTRIES 
FOR SIX OR SEVEN PROFESSORS, THREE HEALTH CARE 
SPECIALISTS, TEN PEOPLE IN THE CULTURAL AREA, THREE 
EDUCATORS (WHOSE VISIT HAS NOW BEEN CANCELLED) AND 
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 10-15 STUDENTS. THE AGREEMENT ALSO 
PROVIDES FOR GIFTS OF BOOKS AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE 
NETHERLANDS CHAIR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MOSCOW AND FOR 
THE STUDY OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES AT DUTCH UNIVERSITIES. 
EXCHANGES OF MUSIC AND DANCE COMPANIES ARE ALSO ORGANIZED 
UNDER THE AGREEMENT. 
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4. THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS THAT THE NETHERLANDS IS 
CONSIDERING A LIMIT TO ITS SOVIET TRADE. MEASURES BEING 
CONSIDERED SEEM TO BE LIMITED MORE OR LESS TO THE CULTURAL 
AND SOCIAL AREA. FOR EXAMPLE, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE 

JOINT COMMITTEE CHARGED WITH IMPLEMENTING THE CULTURAL 
AGREEMENT WITH THE SOVIET UNION MAY POSTPONE ITS DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THE 1979 CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM. WE HAVE HEARD 
THAT AGRICULTURE MINISTER VAN DER STEE CANCELLED A RETURN 
VISIT TO RUSSIA. A VISIT TO MOSCOW PLANNED BY STATE 
SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS KONING AND THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE LIBERAL PARTY (VVD) KORTHALS ALTES MAY BE CANCELLED ALSO. 

IT HAS ALSO BEEN REPORTED THAT AN EXHIBIT OF DUTCH FOOD 
PROCESSING MACHINERY IN MOSCOW WAS CLOSED DOWN PREMATURELY, 
BASED ON A DECISION OF THE COMPANIES INVOLVED. 

5. MUCH OF THE CRITICISM OF THE CABINET'S ANNOUNCEMENT 
ARISES FROM DOMESTIC POLITICAL CRITICISM OF 

WIEGEL AND THE FOREIGN MINISTRY UNDER VAN DER KLAAUW. 
HOWEVER, THE DUTCH PUBLIC SEEMS TO BE VERY MUCH AWARE 
THAT THE MEANS AT THE GOVERNMENT'S DISPOSAL FOR IN- 
FLUENCING SOVIET GOVERNMENT BEHAVIOR TOWARDS DISSI- 
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DENTS MAY NOT BE ALL THAT PRODUCTIVE, ESPECIALLY 
IN LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT THE NETHERLANDS REPRESENTS 
ISRAELI INTERESTS IN MOSCOW. IN SUM, WE EXPECT THAT 
THE NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT WILL SEEK, ESPECIALLY IN 
THE EC, TO TAKE SOME MEASURES TO EMPHASIZE ITS STAND ON 
THE DISSIDENTS BUT THESE MEASURES MAY NOT BE AS FAR 
REACHING AS WOULD HAVE BEEN EXPECTED FROM LAST 
WEEK'S ANNOUNCEMENT. 
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